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Sleeping Giant is a robust and thought-
ful narrative detailing the evolution of 
the Inland Empire, from wild desert to 
economic powerhouse. Illustrated with 
hundreds of colorful, historic photos, 
this oversize book will be a treasured gift.

The “empire” is one of the most rap-
idly growing areas in the U.S. It stretches 
across western San Bernardino and Riv-
erside counties, ringed by mountains on 
the north, east, and south, and extend-
ing through Upland and Ontario to the 
west.

Transitioning from a wild-west of 
haciendas, Indian camps, pioneer settle-
ments, and then an agrarian oasis, on-

ward through the coming of the railroads, 
and industry. 

Sleeping Giant documents the develop-
ment of the vineyards, citrus and fruit or-
chards that transformed the valley from 
parched desert to land of plenty. Those 
farmers and ranchers became wealthy 
landowners whose groves covered much 
of the Southern California landscape.

Agrarian villages gave way to grow-
ing, pulsating cities and today are home 
to a population of millions. The retreat 
of the groves from the hoards of Califor-
nia-bound immigrants continues today,  
and the ever-changing face of the Inland 
Empire endures, with a promising future.

About the 
Author 
Rob Leicester 
Wagner is a 
longtime Inland 
Empire reporter, 
editor and 
author. 

He has writ-
ten as a reporter 
for the Corona 
Daily Independent, 
writing a prize winning series of articles 
on the living conditions of migrant work-
ers in the citrus industry. He has written 
for the then Ontario- Daily Report, San 
Gabriel Valley Tribune, now- Ontario, In-
land Valley Daily Bulletin, where he became 
the managing editor. 

In 2001 he left the Inland Empire and 
joined the Record in Stockton, California, 
as features editor. 

Sleeping Giant is Wagner’s 19th book. 
He previously has authored books on 
automotive, film, regional, and journal-
ism history.
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Sleeping Giant

Take a stroll through history and watch a sleeping 
giant awaken, and march through time to the 21st 
century on its way to becoming the booming and 
populous Inland Empire of today.


